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The U.S. Mission part-
ners with Indonesia to
strengthen the bonds
between our people
and our governments
to promote and pro-
tect democracy, secu-
rity, and sustainable
prosperity for our
people, the region,
and the world.
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Civil Rights Victories

In 1964, President Lyndon Johnson
signed the historic Civil Rights Act,
which banned discrimination in employ-
ment, public accommodations and
other aspects of life. King attended the
signing of the act into federal law
(pictured). He continued to press for a
law to ensure that blacks could not be
denied the right to vote by discrimina-
tory practices such as literacy tests, and
in 1965, Johnson signed the Voting
Rights Act. King received the Nobel
Peace Prize for his efforts in 1964,
which he accepted on behalf of every-
one who was part of the civil rights
movement.

Source: http://goo.gllvxi4GM

Overview

The history of civil rights in

the United States is largely the
story of free people of color and
then African Americans to
define and enumerate what
rights pertain to citizens in civil
society. It has been the history
of enlisting political parties to
recognize the need for our
governments, state and federal,
to codify and protect those
rights. Through the years, people
of African descent have formed
organizations and movements to
promote equal rights.

In the modern era, America’s
greatest advocates of social

justice Frederick Douglass,

W. E. B. Du Bois, Martin Luther
King, Jr., and Fanny Lou Hamer
are associated with the struggle
for civil rights.

Into the 21st Century

In the early 21st century the
ascent to the U.S. presidency of
an African American, Barack
Obama, seemed to reflect a
transformation of American
society with ramifications for

the civil rights movement. Jesse
Jackson in his own landmark
campaigns for the Democratic
presidential nomination in 1984
and 1988 had reached beyond
the effort to mobilize African
American voters and attempted
to fashion a “Rainbow Coalition”
of “red, yellow, brown, black, and
white” Americans. Obama—
whose father was a black Kenyan
and mother a white American—
presented a life story grounded in
a search for a satisfactory racial
identity. Ultimately, Obama’s
approach to the world and,
arguably, his appeal to many vot-
ers were transracial, grounded in
a sophisticated understanding of
the complex nature of racial
identity that was no longer mere-
ly dichotomous (simply a matter
of black or white). Given the
deeply rooted racial conflicts of
the American past, however, it is
unlikely that Obama’s election
signaled the start of a postracial
era without divisive racial issues
and controversies.

Excerpted from:

¢ Association for the Study of
African American Life and His-
tory at http://goo.gl/6GGO70

¢ American Civil Rights
Movement from Encyclopedia
Britannica at http://goo.gl/I7IkA8
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Related Links

¢ President Obama's Black
History Month Presidential
Proclamation 2014 |
http://goo.gl/PT2buR

¢ African American History
Month from Library of Congress
|http://goo.gl/g7Si7

¢ Black History Month from
eLibraryUSA Database |
http://goo.gl/glygDé

¢ EJJUSA: Race Forward- A New
Generation Celebrates Black
History | http://goo.gl/wbGiP9

¢ EJ|USA: Free At Last: The U.S.
Civil Rights Movement |
http://goo.gl/sDObhr

¢ EJJUSA: Making Their Mark:
Black Women Leaders |
http://goo.gl/dfhLjA

Presidents Day:
Honoring U.S. Presidents
Washington and Lincoln

Washington’s Birthday is a U.S.
federal holiday celebrated on
the third Monday of February
in honor of George Washing-
ton, the first president of the
United States. Increasingly, the
holiday has become an occa-
sion to celebrate the birthdays
of both President George
Washington and President
Abraham Lincoln. Many Ameri-
cans call the holiday Presidents
Day.

Learn more on President Day
from [IP Pamphlet at http://
g00.gl/55knBO and
Celebrate! Holidays in the
U.S.A. http://goo.gl/iv2m3UV
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I. Democracy Man: The
Life and Work of Robert A.
Dahl. By lan Shapiro. Foreign
Affairs, February 12, 2014.

Robert Dahl died on February 5
at the age of 98. He might well
have been the most important
political scientist of the last
century, and he was certainly
one of its preeminent social
scientists. He received strings of
awards and honorary degrees,
including the first Johan Skytte
Prize, created in 1995 to reme-
dy the lack of a Nobel Prize for
Political Science. Citations to
Dahl’s work run to the tens of
thousands, dwarfing those of his
contemporaries. Many leaders
of the profession today were his
students. Full text is available at
the IRC

2. The Next Democratic
Century. By: Larry Diamond.
Current History, January 2014.

This is an odd moment to pre-
dict a bright future for democ-
racy. Despite the unprecedent-
ed expansion of political free-
dom during the three decades
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|/ DEMOCRACY AND CIVIL SOCIETY

from 1974, democratic regimes
are in trouble worldwide today.
the past decade has witnessed
democratic breakdowns at a
growing pace, and levels of free-
dom have receded in many
places. Autocrats are cooperat-
ing and innovating to preempt
movements for democratic
change. the world’s oldest and
most esteemed democracies,
beginning with the United
States, have lost their luster and
(it seems) their capacity to func-
tion effectively to address their
most important public policy
challenges. Still, no other broad-
ly legitimate form of govern-
ment exists today, and authori-
tarian regimes face profound
challenges and contradictions
that they cannot resolve with-
out ultimately moving toward
democracy. Full text is available
at the IRC.

3. State Dept. Facts on U.S.
-Indonesia Joint Commis-
sion Meeting. IIP Digital, Feb-
ruary 2014.

Secretary Kerry and Indonesian

~

Foreign Minister Marty Natale-
gawa co-chaired the fourth Joint
Commission Meeting of the U.S.

7

-Indonesia Comprehensive Part- |
nership. Entering its fourth year, |
the U.S.-Indonesia Comprehen-
sive Partnership has elevated |
and expanded our bilateral rela- |
tionship by intensifying consulta- |
tions and cooperation on key
bilateral, regional, and global I
issues. The Joint Commission |
Meeting sets the strategic direc- |
tion for cooperation under the
Comprehensive Partnership and I
reviews progress on our key |
priorities. Over the last year, |
our partnership with Indonesia I
continued to expand into new
areas and deepen cooperation |
on ongoing priorities. Six work- |
ing groups met throughout the |
year to coordinate strategies

and advance policy initiatives I
under the three main pillars of ||
the Comprehensive Partnership: I
political and security; economic
and development; and socio- |
cultural, education, science, and |
technology. Read more: http:// I

goo.gl/Dgx5Bw
/
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ECONOMIC GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT

4. The Great Story. By Dean
Starkman. Columbia Journalism
Review, January 2014.

In the run-up to the Great Re-
cession, accountability journal-
ism saw the story that access
journalism missed. The US busi-
ness press failed to investigate
and hold accountable Wall
Street banks and major mort-
gage lenders in the years leading
up to the financial crisis of 2008.
That’s why the crisis came as
such a shock to the public and
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to the press itself. And that’s
the news about the news. Read
more at http://goo.gl/MwxcYd

5. ‘Notorious Markets’ List
Focuses Fight Against Glob-
al Piracy. IIP Digital, February
2014

USTR Michael Froman an-
nounced February 12 the find-
ings of the 2013 Out-of-Cycle
Review of Notorious Markets,
which identifies markets around
the world that harm businesses
and undermine workers

through the infringement of
intellectual property rights
(IPR). The annual review identi-
fies both online and physical
marketplaces engaging in com-
mercial-scale IPR infringement.
Publication of this report helps
the United States and its trade
partners prioritize enforcement
of the intellectual property
rights that protect job-
supporting innovation and crea-
tivity around the world. Read
more at http://goo.gl/MQOBEI


http://goo.gl/MwxcYd
http://goo.gl/MQOBE1
http://goo.gl/y3y7bZ
http://goo.gl/Dgx5Bw
http://goo.gl/Dgx5Bw
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ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE CHANGE

6. Combating Wildlife Traf-
ficking: Respect and Pro-
tect. IIP Digital Pamphlet, Feb-
ruary 2014.

lllicit trade in threatened and
endangered species is a multi-
billion-dollar business, and the
increasingly intense demand for
products derived from Africa’s
and South Asia’s iconic land
animals — elephants, rhinocer-
oses and tigers — threatens
peace and security in both re-
gions. Loss of biodiversity af-
fects freshwater supplies and
food production, and it robs
local communities of economic
resources. In developing coun-
tries, rural families often de-
pend on local wild animals and
plants for economic needs.
Read more: http://goo.gl/|wlAqS

7. In Indonesia, Kerry Urg-
es Global Action to Halt
Climate Change. By Merle
David Kellerhals Jr. IIP Digi-
tal, 16 February 2014

Woashington — Secretary of
State John Kerry told an Indo-
nesian audience that the threat
of climate change is real and
that the cost of inaction out-
weighs the expense of investing
in solutions. Climate change,
Kerry said, is as much a threat
to global security and prosperi-
ty as is terrorism, epidemics,
poverty, and the proliferation
of weapons of mass destruc-
tion. The impact on economies,
the environment and human life
grows at staggering rates with
little chance now of it ending or
slowing because of inaction, he
added. Read more at
http://goo.gl/ZCi7G7

8. Kerry Remarks in Indo-
nesia on Climate Change.
Remark by Secretary of State
John Kerry. February 16, 2014

It’s really a pleasure for me to
be able to be back in Jakarta,
back in Indonesia, where you
have one of the richest ecosys-

ALL ABOUT AMERICA

9. How to Save Marriage in
America. Atlantic Monthly ,
February 2014.

What’s happening to American
matrimony? In 1960, more than
70 percent of all adults were
married, including nearly six in
ten twenty something. Half a
century later, just 20 percent of
18-29-year olds were hitched in
2010. Marriage was the norm
for young America. Now it's
the exception. American mar-
riage is not dying. But it is un-
dergoing a metamorphosis,
prompted by a transformation
in the economic and social
status of women and the virtual
disappearance of low-skilled
male jobs. The old form of

marriage, based on outdated
social rules and gender roles, is
fading. A new version is emerg-
ing—egalitarian, committed,
and focused on children. Read
more: http://goo.gl/OjlaJF

10. How to Get the Edge
on Technology Access. By
Larra Clark and Mary Hirsh.
American Libraries, January
2014

A benchmarking initiative for
public libraries launches across
the US. Two years ago, New
Braunfels (Tex.) Public Library
Director Gretchen Pruett faced
a challenge many of her col-
leagues can identify with. "We
were getting pushback from the
city's information technology

tems on Earth. And you live in a
country that is at the top of the
global rankings for both marine
and terrestrial biodiversity, and
you have a human ecosystem
that includes some 300 ethnic
groups, speaking at least 700
languages — extraordinary place.
But because of climate change,
it is no secret that today, Indo-
nesia is also one of the most
vulnerable countries on Earth.
This year, as Secretary of State,
I will engage in a series of dis-
cussions on the urgency of
addressing climate change —
particularly on the national
security implications and the
economic opportunities. And |
want you to think about those.
But | wanted to start right here,
in Jakarta, because this city —
this country — this region —is
really on the front lines of cli-
mate change. Read more:
http://goo.gl/kikAZX

department. They were saying
we should be able to make do
with the amount of bandwidth
we had, and | really had no
evidence to show why we
needed more. That was the
attitude before Edge." Pruett is
speaking of her library's experi-
ence with the Edge Initiative, a
management and leadership
tool library staff can use to
evaluate and strengthen public
access technology services to
achieve community goals. The
Edge Initiative, often referred
to simply as the Edge, will begin
a nationwide rollout in January.
Pruett's library was one of the
first early adopters. Full text is
available at the IRC



http://goo.gl/OjlaJF
http://goo.gl/JwlAqS
http://goo.gl/ZCi7G7
http://goo.gl/kjkAZX
http://goo.gl/7QvVa8
http://goo.gl/7QvVa8
http://goo.gl/vLE2rY
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ABOUT INFORMATION RESOURCE CENTER

GENERAL INFO

The Information Resource Center (IRC)
is a sophisticated state-of-the-art research
facility and information service at the U.S.
Embassy in Jakarta. Our goal is to provide
you with accurate and authoritative infor-
mation about diverse aspects of the Unit-
ed States as well as global topic of inter-
ests through access to extensive commer-
cial online databases and the updated col-
lections of books, periodicals, movie, mu-
sic, audio books and games (check our
collection titles via our online catalog at:
http://goo.gl/xvDgdE).

Our professional reference specialists are
trained to assist users to conduct library
research as well as to retrieve information
quickly and conveniently. We also con-
ducts regular programs on English lan-
guage learning, study in the U.S./
EducationUSA advising, information litera-
cy classes, presentation/ discussion/ work-
shop events and movies/ gaming activities.
All services, facilities and programs are
available for free to the general public.
With one day appointment in-advanced,
public are welcomed to visit us on week-
days from 08.00 AM to 04.00 PM. The
IRC is closed on Indonesian and American
Holidays (check the list of holidays at:
http://goo.gl/Y9%he)

\

On February 3-13, 2014, IRC hosted the American Film Showcase (AFS) 2014 event featuring
documentary movies on themes about Women and Girl’s Empowerment; Youth Outreach and
Empowerment; Diversity and Civil Society. Groups of students, NGOs, journdlists and the general
public attending the following screening 1) 45365, 2) Lives Worth Living, 3) Page One: Inside
the New York Times, 4) G-Dog, 5) Mondays at Racine, 6) Trash Dance, 7) Zero Percent and

8) Inocente. Freida Mock, Academy Award and Emmy Award winning filmmaker as well as the
director of G-Dog led the discussion afterwards the G-Dog screening.

IRC’s American Film Showcase Programs

ARTICLE ALERT REQUEST FORM

Please write your complete name and address IN CAPITAL

LETTERS, check (\/ ) the articles and send your request for
February 2014 Article Alert items to the Information Resource
Center, U.S. Embassy, before April 2014 via fax (021) 350-8466

or email (ircjakarta@state.gov)

Name:

Organization:

Complete Address:

Phone/Cell Phone:

Email Address:

Disclaimer: Books, articles, and websites described in the Article Alert present a diversity of views in order to keep our IRC users abreast of current issues

(
(
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Request for:

) |. Democracy Man: The Life and Work of Robert A. Dahl.
) 2. The Next Democratic Century.

) 3. State Dept. Facts on U.S.-Indonesia Joint Commission

) 4. The Great Story.

) 5. ‘Notorious Markets’ List Focuses Fight Against Global

) 6. Combating Wildlife Trafficking: Respect and Protect.

) 7. In Indonesia, Kerry Urges Global Action to Halt Climate
) 8. Kerry Remarks in Indonesia on Climate Change.

) 9. How to Save Marriage in America.

) 10. How to Get the Edge on Technology Access.

in the United States. These items represent the views and opinions of the authors and do not necessarily reflect official U.S. Government policy.
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